
t was a rare chance
to interact with a Cambridge University pro-
fessor and world-renowned poet. I’ll con-
fess to being star struck on meeting some-

one whose work I have actually taught. It was surreal 
to find myself sitting with my students and colleagues 
in the chapel, listening to poet Malcolm Guite discuss 
the deep connection between theology and poetry. He 
made one of the most poignant cases I’ve heard for how 
beauty provides a window into God’s mind. As some-
one whose job (I keep reminding myself) is to gauge 
how teenagers respond to ideas, it was great to see more 
than a few students leaning forward in the pews, hang-
ing on each phrase. Afterwards one student, whom I 
knew to be a self-professed agnostic, approached Guite 
and said, “I’ll be honest, Dr. Guite, before hearing your 

lecture, I didn’t think much about God or poetry — but 
I want to thank you because you’ve made me think 
deeply about both.”

In trying to tell the story of the Chaplaincy Speaker 
Series and do justice to the vision that motivates it, 
moments like these keep recurring to me. I think of 

Dr.  Mike Strauss works with his colleagues on the CERN atomic supercollider near Geneva, 
Switzerland and was one of the team of scientists who discovered the Higgs Boson “God par-
ticle.” Dr. Strauss came to St. David’s to talk about matters of faith and science and share how 
particle physics points towards the existence of God in the universe.  
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the crowded event in the theater where Dr. William “Billy” 
Abraham, a professor at Southern Methodist University and 
a philosophical theologian, discussed a cultural movement 
known as The New Atheism. The question and answer period 
spilled over for hours because no one wanted to leave. It’s 
hard to put words to it, but in retrospect it was a moment 
where every person present, believer and unbeliever alike, 
seemed provoked to a deeper kind of thoughtfulness. 

Our chaplain, Dr. Todd von Helms, started the series 
three years ago with that vision — a community of inquiring, 
thoughtful people gathering to fellowship around ideas and 
to see how the gospel informs every aspect of our lives. He 
believes this is the unique privilege of a Christian school, 
something to which we’re called. It’s a way to enrich the 
education of our community or, in his words, “to help us 
become Christian scholars who lead integrated lives within 
both the academy and the world by learning to articulate the 
faith in a way that is winsome and compelling.” He further 
explained, “We want to encourage Christians to consider 
their faith more deeply and to encourage non-believers to 
reconsider matters of faith.” 

It is a joy to see that vision enacted. When Mike Strauss, 
a physicist working on the CERN project in Switzerland, 
spoke on how science points to the existence of a creator, 
one student mentioned to a colleague that Strauss’ presen-
tation led her to realize there must be a Grand Designer. I 
think it’s part of that design that a community that prays 
together should also think together. 

I’m grateful for the Speaker Series because it gives our 

“A 
community 
that prays 
together 
should 
also think 
together.”
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students another space to step into the ideas and de-
bates that shape our culture — without worrying about a 
grade. But it also gives someone like me, so often caught 
up with the responsibilities of work and family, a space 
to slow down and to think. Or put another way, it’s a 
chance for students to become adults, and for adults to 
become students. 
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