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March      

2018 

 

Faculty College Day 

Monday, March 12 

 

AP Registration    

Deadline 

Friday, March 9 

 

US Military Academy 

West Point 

Friday, March 9 

12:55 p.m. 

Mr. Shaw’s Office 

 

Sophomore College 

Tour - VCU and  

the University of  

Richmond 

Monday, March 19 

 

Mount St. Mary’s 

College 

Tuesday, March 20 

12:40 p.m. 

Conference Room 

 

National College Fair 

Tuesday, March 20 

4:30 - 7:30 p.m. 

Raleigh Conv. Center 

 

St. Bonaventure  

University 

Thursday, March 22 

12:05 p.m. 

Conference Room 
 

Course Registration 

Open House 

Wednesday, March 21 

5:00 p.m. 

 

College Week Live  

All Access Day Virtual  

College Fair 

Wednesday, March 28 

10:00 a.m. - 10:00 p.m. 
www.collegeweeklive.com/go 

 

2018 AP Exam Schedule 

St. David’s School 

Collegebeat… 
An Update from the College Counseling Office 

Week 1 

 Morning - 8:00 AM Afternoon - 12:30 PM 

Monday, May 7 Chemistry Psychology 

Tuesday, May 8 Seminar 

Spanish Language and Culture 

 

Wednesday, May 9 English Literature   

Thursday, May 10  Environmental Science 

Friday, May 11 United States History 

 

Computer Science Principles 

Last day to submit AP Studio Art 

AP Test Registration Forms will be distributed to all AP Students on March 6.  

Students must submit registration forms with payment no later than March 9 

to the College Counseling Office. 
 

The fee for each AP Exam is $94.00.  Checks should be made payable to  

St. David’s School. 

Week 2 

 Morning - 8:00 AM Afternoon - 12:30 PM 

Monday, May 14 Biology 

Music Theory 

Physics C: Mechanics  

Tuesday, May 15 Calculus AB 

Calculus BC 

French Language  

Computer Science A 

Wednesday, May 16 English Composition  

Thursday, May 17  Statistics 

Friday, May 18  European History 

http://www.collegeweeklive.com/go
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To see a complete 

listing of participating 

schools, please visit: 

https://

www.collegeweeklive.

com/event-schedule/

all-access-day 

Next Cup of College - Thursday, March 8, 8:00 a.m. 

Please join Danna Markoff, director of College Counseling, and Jamie 

Martin, assistant director of College Counseling, around a pot of coffee in 

the Welcome Center Conference Room to talk about college admissions. 

This month’s Cup of College will also feature Helen Keegan, registrar. 

Mrs. Keegan will be available to answer any questions about the upcoming 

St. David’s course registration.  Parents are welcome to bring topics and 

questions to the table. Rather than setting an agenda, this meeting is open-

house style, with parents coming and going throughout the hour as their 

schedules allow. Please join us and bring your questions! 

Students and their families usually begin visiting colleges in the spring of junior year of high school. But 
should families start sooner? What are the benefits of making preliminary college visits during freshman or 
sophomore years of high school? 
 

These are simply informal college visits that include a walk around campus, a visit to the school 
library, or a stroll through the campus bookstore. It’s easy to fit a brief college tour into your family 
vacation or spring or winter breaks. You could make a college visit a part of a family vacation. 
 

Why, however, should you consider doing this? 
 

To get a feel for the college environment. 
 

It’s a proven fact that picking a college is an emotional choice. Yes, students evaluate colleges based 
on academics, but mostly their choice is based on a “feeling.” A student can walk onto a campus 
and love it or hate it immediately, and it’s difficult to change that impression. By making 
preliminary college visits, students get a feel for the college environment, the buildings, the layout, 
the students and everything that makes a college. It helps to prepare students for junior year when 
they start touring must-see colleges on their college lists. 
 

To start a list of college likes and dislikes. 
 

Believe it or not, the look and the surrounding environment of a campus is important to most 
students. Does your student favor a sprawling campus with hills and historic buildings or a bustling 
campus in the middle of a large metropolitan area? Is the idea of a smaller campus interesting? Or 
is your student craving the excitement of a large state university campus? Students can’t know the 
answer to any of these questions without visiting different types of campuses. 
 

To experience campus life first-hand. 
 

There’s nothing like watching students congregate on the green space for an impromptu game of 
football. Or seeing students walking between classes having discussions and getting to know one 
another. Or piling into the dining hall for a meal and some conversation. The list goes on and on. 
You can’t get that experience by viewing a website or looking at a brochure. You only get it by 
visiting a campus in person. Interacting with students, asking questions, and eating in the dining 
hall gives your student a chance to experience college life first hand. You don’t want college 
orientation to be the first time your student steps on campus.  Continued on page 4 
 

Why Freshmen and Sophomores Should Visit College Campuses 
By Suzanne Shaffer Teen Life Blog Feb. 20, 2018 

College Week Live is a free, 
online event designed to 

connect prospective 
students with colleges and 

universities in a live, 
interactive environment. 
Attendees will be able to 
navigate through a virtual 

exhibit hall and visit virtual 
booths of over 100 colleges 

and universities, where 
they can chat live with 
admissions officers and 

students.  

A virtual auditorium will 
offer live video 

presentations and real time 
question and answer 
sessions with leading 

experts on admissions and 
financial aid.  

College Week Live will also 
offer scholarship resources, 

networking capabilities, 
prizes, and special 

discounts from event 
sponsors and participating 

organizations.   

https://www.collegeweeklive.com/event-schedule/all-access-day
https://www.collegeweeklive.com/event-schedule/all-access-day
https://www.collegeweeklive.com/event-schedule/all-access-day
https://www.collegeweeklive.com/event-schedule/all-access-day
https://www.teenlife.com/blogs/college-admissions-7-ways-make-most-college-tour
https://www.teenlife.com/blogs/touring-colleges-be-sure-make-these-3-connections
https://www.teenlife.com/category/college-admissions/
https://www.teenlife.com/blogs/5-best-reasons-go-college
https://www.teenlife.com/blogs/5-best-reasons-go-college
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Templeton 

Honors College 

at Eastern 

University 

 

Summer Scholars 

Program 

 

The Summer Scholars 

Program is a nine-day 

residential program for 

academically 

exceptional Christian 

high school students.   

Students will: 

 Engage in deep 

conversation with 

peers and 

university 

professors 

 Develop 

thoughtful, 

analytical reading 

and writing skills in 

one-on-one writing 

workshops  

 Earn three college 

credits 

 Take a cultural trip 

to Philadelphia or 

New York City 

 Meet new friends 

Apply online at: 

www.templetonhonors

college.com/summer 

 

 

What Are My Chances? High Schoolers, Scattergrams And The 

College Admissions Process by Will Geiger, Noodle Pros, Contributor 

Forbes.com Feb 20, 2018 

 

Q: What is the scariest thing for a high schooler applying to college? 
A: A Naviance Scattergram! 
 

This is an old college counselor joke (hilarious, in certain circles). But in fact, at least once every 
few Halloweens, I have seen a creative senior dress up as a scattergram complete with green dots, 
green triangles, and plenty of red x’s. 
 

For the uninitiated, admissions scattergrams are tools used by college counselors to plot students’ 
relative chances of college acceptance based on GPA and test scores. Naviance, the popular col-
lege admissions software used by millions of high schoolers throughout the US, is the primary 
supplier of these panic-inducing tools. The scattergrams work a bit like this: student “A” has a 3.6 
GPA and a 1340 SAT score. “A” is eager to know her chances of admission to “College B.” With 
her college counselor’s help, she selects “College B” on Naviance; a chart appears with SAT scores 
on the x-axis and GPAs on the y-access. Somewhere towards the middle of the plot (and veering 
towards the upper right corner), “A” sees clusters of icons representing acceptances or rejections 
from previous students at her school, plotted based on their own GPA and test score data. She is 
now able to estimate, based on where her personal scores lie in that cluster, whether she has an 
average, above average, or below average chance of admission to “College B.” 
 

Though Naviance scattergrams are one of the most common tools that high school counselors use 
to help demystify the “what are my chances” part of the application process, they should be used 
mindfully. At their worst, the scattergrams can crush dreams; at their best, they can provoke mild 
anxiety in students. Neither of these outcomes is completely fair; scattergrams can actually be very 
useful tools for getting ahead in the admissions process. Here are a few important things to keep 
in mind in order to make the most of this tool: 
 

You’re only looking at your own school 
 

Naviance's data are local, which means that the scattergrams are only plotting students who at-
tended your high school. This is a good thing, since it prevents you from comparing apples to 
oranges. For instance, if a college brags that 90% of students are in the top 10% of their class, it 
really does not mean much for an individual applicant. Many schools do not even rank students, 
so it makes this metric... not so useful. How can you know if you would be in the top 10% at a 
different school? Same goes for “average” GPAs: every high school has different grade scales, 
course offerings, and weightings. You can only really compare yourself to other students at your 
own school, and that’s where the Naviance data come in handy. 
 

Grades and test scores are important 
 

While grades and test scores are not everything, they are primary factors that college admissions 
officers will be looking at when assessing applicants (the exception to this would be schools that 
are test-optional). 
 

But, they aren’t the only important factor when it comes to college admissions…. 
 

You can think of grades and test scores as the factors that “get you in the door.” This means that 
they are important, but they are not everything. Other factors including your recommendations, 
essays, extracurricular activities, interview, talents, background, “hooks” (including legacy status 
and athletic recruiting) all matter too. These other factors are what move you from a “maybe” to 
an “admit” in the admissions process.    Continued on page 4 
 
 
 

 

http://www.templetonhonorscollege.com/summer
http://www.templetonhonorscollege.com/summer
https://www.naviance.com/
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Scattergrams don’t predict the future, but they do help you build a balanced college list 
 

The focus of scattergrams should be on trends and not on absolutes. The best question to ask yourself is whether you are 
an outlier on the scattergram: does it look like you are a slam dunk applicant? Or have very few students from your high 
school with your grades and test scores been admitted? This can help you put together a balanced list. It's good to have 
reach schools, but you do not want all of your scattergrams to be too “risky.” You’ll be better off having at least one or 
two schools where, according to the data, you are very likely to be accepted. 
 

The Bottom Line 
 

Naviance scattergrams are a great tool for students, families, and counselors to use in the admissions process. While 
students should not obsess over the stats or take their position on the scattergram as the only factor in their future suc-
cess, scattergrams do provide an objective perspective on a student’s admissions chances. 
 

For upcoming applicants, I’d suggest using scattergrams for what they’re best at: Helping build a thoughtful and varied 
college list. 
 

For high school seniors waiting on admissions decisions: Congratulations. Now it’s time to let the scattergrams go. 
 

This post has been revised for clarity.   

What Are My Chances? (continued) 

To inspire college dreams and goals. 
 
It might be hard for your student to visualize college. It’s a few years down the road and ninth and tenth graders don’t 
like thinking that far ahead. But visiting a college campus will inspire college dreams and goals and even reinforce the 
reasons to go to college. 
 
By turning an intangible dream into a tangible reality, your student will be motivated and inspired to focus on goals 
during high school. There’s nothing like seeing students having fun, interacting with one another and enjoying campus 
life. It’s inspiring to see the vibrancy and activity that takes place on a campus. This is a world your student can only 
imagine. Visiting different campuses early helps form an image of what college is going to be like. 
 
You don’t have to travel far to visit a college. Consider one on a family trip. Or if you’re near a college, stop by on a 
weekend or an afternoon. However you choose to do it, make sure those preliminary college visits are on your to-do list 
for those early high school years. 

Why Freshmen and Sophomores Should visit (continued) 

https://www.teenlife.com/blogs/5-best-reasons-go-college
https://www.teenlife.com/blogs/5-best-reasons-go-college

